He noticed a poor widow
MONDAY NOVEMBER 23 (Lk 21,1-4)

The poorest woman of all time who gives all of herself to God, in her body, in her spirit, in her soul, for the whole time of her dwelling on our earth, is the Virgin Mary. As soon as the Angel announces the will of his God, she gives herself completely, without holding back for herself not even a thought, a desire, a simple movement of her heart: “In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.” (Lk 1,26-38). The more God gives himself to us, the more we give ourselves to him. The more we welcome him in our hearts, the more we are able to give ourselves to him. Today, all the crises of spiritual and physical identity are a sign of this lack of God in the heart. Having the heart empty of God, we must fill it with every hay of pride, ambition, vanity, hoarding of roles and ministries.
Poverty is true, if humility is true. False humility, false poverty. Mary is not a humble woman, she is the humility in person: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He has looked with favor on His humble servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed, the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is His Name. He has mercy on those who fear Him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, He has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the humble. He has filled the ungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty. He has come to the help of His servant Israel for He has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise He made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for ever. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.” (Lk 1,46-55). We today preach atheist poverty. A heart is not emptied of itself if it is not filled with God, in Christ Jesus, by the work of the Holy Spirit. True poverty is always and only the work of the Blessed Trinity in our heart. Today we are so rich in ourselves that we are unable to sing the glories of our God. Not having God in our hearts we cannot even sing Him. Mary, on the other hand, a stupendous work of the Trinity, admirably sings her God. 

When Jesus looked up he saw some wealthy people putting their offerings into the treasury and he noticed a poor widow putting in two small coins. He said, “I tell you truly, this poor widow put in more than all the rest; for those others have all made offerings from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has offered her whole livelihood.”

Mary’s poverty has no end because her humility and obedience have no end. At the cross she lets herself be given by the Son to the disciple and by the disciple she lets herself be taken as his true Mother: “Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.” (Jn 19,25-27). Mary placed herself entirely in the hands of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. She let herself be taken as Mother by the disciple to serve him with the same love, the same faith, the same hope with which she served Jesus. She gave God everything she had to live. It was all of God. 

Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make every Christian truly poor in spirit.
